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Key Concepts


· Infant Baptism: Infant Baptism may be defined as the birth ceremony in Christianity for baptizing babies, followed by most churches including the Roman Catholic, Anglican and Orthodox.

· Font: This is a receptacle for holding water for the Service of Infant Baptism.

· Priest: This is someone ordained or licensed to conduct the service in the Roman Catholic and Anglican Church.

· Sacrament: This is a special Christian service in which God’s blessing is given.  


Infant Baptism
The service of Infant Baptism takes place in a church around the font. This is a bowl on a stand, which symbolizes the belief of these churches that baptism is the door through which babies pass before they become members. This is practiced in denominations such as the Catholic, Anglican, Methodists, United Church and Moravian Church. 
During the service the baby is sprinkled with water by the priest three times as a symbol of forgiveness in the name of God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit.
In the Orthodox Church, the clothes of the baby is removed before the baby is being baptized. This represents the removal of old sin before baptizing.

Significance of Infant Baptism
· To thank God for the safe delivery of the baby and the good health of the mother.
· To publicly announce the name of the new baby.
· To welcome the baby into God’s family and offer it God’s salvation.

The Font
This is a receptacle for holding water for the service of Infant Baptism.

The Cross
This is a symbol to represent the belief that the waters of baptism have washed the child’s sin away.

The Oil
This is a feature that blesses the baby that he or she has received the Holy Spirit.

Family Life

All Christian parent hope that their baby will grow up to share their own Christian faith. Regular reading of the Bible and prayer forms a part of family life. The family also go to church together. Children listen to stories from the bible and are taught how to pray. 
In the home, Christian parents create an environment in which their children can grow up and put their faith into practice. Part of growing up is asking questions about God, Jesus, and the Bible, as this is how children learn. 
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As babies are 100 young to speak for themselves, parents
and godparents make promises (vows) on their behalf.

The parents and godparents promise to nurture, train and
guide the child in spiritual matters, until the child i mature
enough to make his or her own decisions. The promise to
offer guidance to a child continues even when that child has
become an adule. During the ceremony, the other members
of the church also promise to help bring up the child in the
Christian faith.

For Catholics, baptism is also a naming ceremony (for other
Christian denominations who use baptism as a naming,
ceremony, sce page 82). The child is given the name of
asaint and it is hoped and expected that the child will
emulate the saint whose name he o she shares.

Some years later, the children will have the opportus
of making these promises themselves in the service of
confirmation. In the Orthodox Church, infant baptism and
confirmation take place in the same service, Chrismation.

Dedication
The scrvice of dedication performed in Baptist churches
and other evangelical denominations, is simpler than infant
baptism. It consists of a welcome and a prayer offered by
the pastor or miniscer of the church. The minister expresses
the parents” thankfulness for the safe birch of the baby and
dedicates him or her to God with the hope that the child
will make a public declaration of faith in Christ when he or
she goes through belicver's baptism. This will be the public
beginning of a life lived in keeping with the Christian faith

The baptismal, or dedication, ceremonics can take place
months after a baby is born. By this time, parents and relatives
will be familiar with the baby's name. Some Christians use
Biblical names or African names while other Christians.

create their own unique names for their childrer





