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Adjectives modify nouns. By modifying, adjectives give a more detailed sense of the noun. Adjectives clarify the noun by answering one of the following different questions: "What kind?" or "Which?" or "How many?" 
"I ate a meal." Meal is a noun. The reader does not know what kind of meal this is, leaving a lot of room open for interpretation. "I ate an enormous meal." Meal is a noun, and enormous is an adjective that modifies it. It tells us what kind of meal the person ate. By using adjectives, the writer gives the reader a better understanding of the noun.

· "The tall girl is riding her bike." Tall tells the reader which girl the writer is talking about.
· “Our old van needs to be replaced soon.” Old tells the reader what kind of van the writer is describing.
· "Fifteen students passed the midterm exam; twelve students passed the final exam." Fifteen and twelve both tell the reader how many students; midterm and final both tell the reader which exam. 
Adverbs modify verbs, adjectives, and other adverbs. (You can recognize adverbs easily because many of them are formed by adding -ly to an adjective, though that is not always the case.) The most common question that adverbs answer is how. They can also answer the questions when , where , and why .
"She sang beautifully." Beautifully is an adverb that modifies sang. It tells us how she sang.
"The cellist played carelessly." Carelessly is an adverb that modifies played. It tells us how the cellist played.
· “She arrived late.” Late describes when she arrived.
· “They all went there for the party.” There is where they all went to the party.
· “The swim team practices every morning to develop good habits.” To develop good habits acts as an adverbial infinitive phrase that explains why the swim team practices every morning. Answering the question why usually requires an infinitive phrase.

Activity #1
Find all the adjectives in the paragraphs that ONLY describe the notebook computer.

Descriptive Paragraphs
An Important Possession
If I have to choose one thing that is important in my life, it is my notebook computer. It is an Acer notebook running Windows 7. It’s a fairly cheap notebook that I bought about four years ago. It’s black and thin and has rounded edges that are soft and smooth when you pick it up. It’s also light enough for me to carry in my backpack. Moreover, it can do nearly everything I need it to do. For example, I can create documents, design new pages on my website, make recordings and download TV shows. In addition to many files I have saved for my work, it contains a lot of photos and music. However, it’s not a perfect computer. It crashed a few years ago and since then it’s been much slower. Furthermore, it has downloaded some programs that I hate. I don’t know how to get rid of them. Overall though, this computer is pretty reliable, convenient and allows me to work anywhere I go. 
1. _______________	5. _______________ 9. ________________
2. _______________ 6. ________________ 10. _______________
3. _______________ 7. _________________ 11. _______________
4. _______________	8. ________________
Activity #2
Underline the adverbs and the verbs that they describe:

1. We finally got our grades from the test.
2. Jack walked his dog to the park quickly.
3. The balloon rose quickly in the sky.
4. We danced merrily around the school yard.
5. Lisa watched the ball game closely.
6. The player boldly ran from base to base.
7. My mom cares deeply about me.
8. I almost ate a rotten apple.
9. Tom plays football outside.
10. I already finished my homework.

Write a sentence, underline the verbs and adverbs the adverbs.
1. __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

