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Topic: Prefixes and Suffixes
A Prefix is a word part that is place at the beginning of a word to create a new meaning while on the other hand a Suffix is a word part added to the end of a word to create a new meaning. Adding prefixes and suffixes not only change the word and its meaning but also change its parts of speech.
For example the prefix “en” The dog is full of rage (full of anger). Rage here is used as a noun and when the prefix “en” is added, the part of speech in the following sentence is now an adjective. The enraged dog is barking (the dog has been made angry). The same happens with suffixes, for example the suffix “ly” He is a slow walker. Slow here is used as an adjective and when “ly” is added at the end is becomes an adverb: He walks slowly (describes the way he walks). 
There are different types of prefixes and suffixes used to add before and at the end of root words. 
Some of these examples are: 
Prefixes: anti, en, dis, il, im, in, ir, mis, non, pre, un, re, inter, super, sub and 
Suffixes: ness, ly, able, full, less, er, ist, y, ous, ence, ment, ship, ish, ate, ize 
All these prefixes and suffixes have their own meaning as well. For example, anti means against, pre means before, re means again and non means not. While on the other hand, less means without, able means can, ful means full of, ish means similar to and ship means the state of being something. 
When you add these suffixes and prefixes they not only change the parts of speech of these words but also their meanings. The word which they change is called a root word. A root word is defined as: “a basic word to which affixes (prefixes and suffixes) are added to form the basis of a new word”. Other example sentences of prefixes and suffixes are:
*I had a good sleep last night (I slept well). 
*I had a sleepless night last night (I did not sleep). 
*The children need to go to sleep. They are very sleepy (full of sleep). 
*I am happy. I am unhappy (not happy) 
*That sentence makes sense (is logical). 
*That sentence is nonsense (is not logical).

Activity #1
Directions: Make new words combining the base word and one of the following prefixes. Each prefix below is used only twice.
Prefixes: Anti; De; Dis; Im; Mis; Over; Non; Pre; Re; Un
1. _____ behave.  	
2. _____ sense. 
3. _____ possible.   
4. _____ happy. 
5. _____ fiction. 
6. _____ place. 
7._____ prove. 
8. _____ chief.  
9. _____ healthy. 
10. _____ move.
11. _____ place.  
12. _____ code. 
13. _____ vent. 
14. _____ social.  
15. _____ obey. 
16. _____ act. 
17. _____ septic.  
18. _____ age.  
19. _____ pend.    
20. _____ serve.

Activity #2
DIRECTIONS: Add the correct suffix to each word below to create a word that matches the meaning given. able, less, or ful


bear                 	 	able to be borne 	           ________________
thought           		without thought	           ________________
hope                  	full of hope			_______________
bend                  	able to bend			________________
remorse            	 full of remorse		________________
heart 			without heart			________________
home 			without a home		________________
peer 			without peers			________________
bliss 			full of bliss			________________
compare 		able to be compared		________________
care 			full of care			________________

Circle the words with suffixes in the paragraph below. 

You don’t have to be a botanist to grow your own food! The warmest time of year is best for planting some seeds, while others can only grow when planted during colder times. Some plants, like tomatoes, become droopy if you don’t water them daily. You must make sure the soil has just the right amount of wetness for each type of plant. Gardening can be difficult, but the right knowledge can make it easier.
